IS    POLAND    LOST?

Livonia (1561), while in 1569 the Union of Lublin
definitely joined Lithuania and the territory to-day
known as the Ukraina, including Kiev, to Poland,
In 1573, the Cossacks were also attached to
Poland, but in the same year Sigismund Augustus
died and the Jagellonian Dynasty became
extinct.

Under the last two Jagellonian Kings the Polish
State enjoyed the fruits of the grandiose Jagel-
lonian plans and their purposeful realization.
Sigismund Major, who received the obeisance of
the secularized Grand Master of the Prussian
Order, scored no successes in the field of foreign
politics, and had no ambitions in that direction.
On the other hand, the wars of the Reformation
which rent Europe at that time failed to disturb
the internal or external peace of his Empire*
Naturally, the religious wars did not leave Poland
entirely unaffected, and Luther and Calvin had
many followers among the Polish nobility. Iisdeed,
about the middle of the sixteenth century the
majority of the Polish Knights and Barons were
in the Protestant camp, and while Sigismund him-
self remained loyal to the old faith, his son,
Sigismund Augustus, married a woman from the
House of Radziwil, one of the leaders of the
^Reformation in Poland, and was undoubtedly
sympathetic towards the new religious movement.
True, the Crown issued repeated repressive
orders, but whereas in other countries the stake
played an important and terrible role in the
struggle, in Poland, which had a tradition of

38